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Explanatory note

General policy statement
For those without Police authority, this Bill imposes a prohibition on owning, pos-
sessing or importing a sawn-off or shortened firearm, with a 5 year penalty.
The sawn-off (or shortened) firearm is often associated with the most serious crimi-
nality, and is favoured by gangs. Unlawful sawn-off firearms are smaller, lighter and
can be more lethal as their accuracy is altered.
By sawing off a firearm, it will commonly come under the definition of a pistol.
Unlawful possession of a pistol, as provided for in section 50 of the Arms Act 1983,
is punishable by a sentence of up to 3 years imprisonment, which is a lesser penalty
than applied to other longer or unaltered firearms.
At present, there is no legal distinction between possession of a sawn-off or shortened
weapon and the unlawful possession of an unaltered pistol. This Bill address the
inconsistency of the penalty applied and ensures that those who unlawfully vandalise
firearms are punished accordingly.
Recognising that there are some lawful uses for sawn-off firearms such as hunting or
targeting shooting, this Bill introduces a simple permit system issued by the Police
that would authorise a person to shorten a firearm or possess, sell, supply or import a
shortened firearm where appropriate.

Clause by clause analysis
Clause 1 is the Title clause.
Clause 2 is the commencement clause, and provides for this Act to come into force on
the day after the date on which it receives the Royal assent.
Clause 3 provides that the Bill amends the Arms Act 1983 (the principal Act)
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Clause 4 inserts new sections 38A to 38C into the principal Act to prohibit the short-
ening of a firearm and the possession, sale, supply, or importation of a shortened fire-
arm unless a relevant permit is held. New section 38C makes provision for the surren-
der of existing shortened firearms within one month of the prohibition coming into
force.
Clause 5 inserts a new section 55A into the principal Act which makes it an offence to
contravene new section 38A.

2
Arms (Prohibition on Shortened Firearms) Amendment

Bill Explanatory note



Alastair Scott

Arms (Prohibition on Shortened Firearms) Amendment
Bill

Member’s Bill

Contents
Page

1 Title 1
2 Commencement 1
3 Principal Act 2
4 New sections 38A and 38B and cross-heading inserted 2

Shortened Firearms
38A Shortened firearms 2
38B Issue of permits to shorten, or possess, sell or import

shortened firearm
2

38C Surrender of shortened firearms 2
5 New Section 55A inserted (Shortening a firearm, or possessing,

selling or importing a shortened firearm)
3

55A Shortening a firearm, or possessing, selling or importing
a shortened firearm

3

The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

1 Title
This Act is the Arms (Prohibition on Shortened Firearms) Amendment Act
2018.

2 Commencement
This Act comes into force on the day after the date on which it receives the
Royal assent.
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3 Principal Act
This Act amends the Arms Act 1983 (the principal Act).

4 New sections 38A and 38B and cross-heading inserted
After section 38, insert:

Shortened Firearms

38A Shortened firearms
A person must not, otherwise than pursuant to a permit issued to the person by
a member of the Police in accordance with section 38B, —
(a) shorten a firearm; or
(b) have a firearm in his possession that has been shortened; or
(c) sell or supply a firearm that has been shortened to another person; or
(d) bring or cause to be brought or sent into New Zealand a firearm that has

been shortened.

38B Issue of permits to shorten, or possess, sell or import shortened firearm
(1) A permit may be issued for the purposes of section 38A only by a member of

the Police acting under a direction of the Commissioner.
(2) A permit may be issued for the purposes of section 38A if the member of the

Police to whom the application is made is satisfied—
(a) that the person to whom it is issued is–

(i)  a licensed dealer; or
(ii) the holder of a firearms licence that bears an endorsement made

under section 30 and that, by virtue of that licence and its endorse-
ment, that person is permitted to have possession of a pistol; and

(b) that there are special reasons why the permit should be issued.
(3) Any permit issued in accordance with this section is personal to the person to

whom it is issued and may not be transferred to any other person.
(4) Any permit issued under this section may at any time during its currency be

revoked by a commissioned officer of Police.
(5) Unless sooner revoked under subsection (4), a permit issued in accordance

with this section shall expire 12 months after the date on which that permit was
issued.

38C Surrender of shortened firearms
(1) Before the expiry of 1 month after the commencement of section 38A, every

person in possession of a firearm that has been shortened shall cause the fire-
arm,—
(a) to be destroyed; or
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(b) to be disposed of to a person approved by the Commissioner; or
(c) to be exported from New Zealand.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if a person holds a current permit issued in
accordance with section 38B.

5 New Section 55A inserted (Shortening a firearm, or possessing, selling or
importing a shortened firearm)
After section 55, insert:

55A Shortening a firearm, or possessing, selling or importing a shortened
firearm
Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 5 years who knowingly contravenes section 38A.
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