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Police would like to thank you for your patience as we operationalise the changes to the Arms Act 1983 that 

took effect on 12 April 2019.  

 

Why are we contacting you? 
 

We are contacting licence holders who may currently hold a (“C”) endorsement to possess restricted 

weapons/pistols in their capacity as a collector, director/curator of a museum, possessor of a heirloom or 

memento, or broadcaster/theatrical member; and may wish to apply for a prohibited item (“P”) endorsement 

in order to be able to retain prohibited items in the same capacity. This guide is also intended to assist those 

who do not currently have a “C” endorsement, and currently hold prohibited firearms and / or prohibited 

magazines, which they wish to retain. 

 

We encourage you to read this guidance document and take a look on the Police website, to help you decide 

whether or not to seek to retain your prohibited item(s), or to take advantage of the buyback process for 

prohibited items. The buyback period finishes on 20 December 2019. Details around the buyback process can 

be found on our website, or by phoning 0800 311 311.  

 

If you have already applied for a “P” endorsement, but have yet to hear from us, we are working to contact 

you soon. 

 

If you do not hold, or want, a “C” or “P” endorsement and do not hold prohibited items, please contact us 

on 0800 311 311 and we will ensure our records are amended accordingly. 

 

I am a “C” endorsement holder (General Collector, Museum, Heirloom/Memento, or 

Theatrical/Broadcasting) who now possesses prohibited item(s). What do I need to do to get a 

further endorsement to keep these items in that capacity? 
 
An existing “C” endorsement doesn’t entitle you to continue to possess prohibited items.  If you want to retain 

those prohibited items, you will need to get a new endorsement (“P”) in a specified capacity as an “exempt 

person”.  You will need an endorsement (and permit to possess) for each prohibited firearm and magazine; 

and you can only lawfully possess prohibited parts if you have one of those endorsements. 

Some of the criteria for obtaining a “P” endorsement (in order to possess prohibited items) as an “exempt 

person” are the same as for “C”-endorsement holder categories (which govern possession of pistols and 

restricted weapons under section 29 of the Arms Act).   

Section 4A of the Act allows the following categories of “exempt persons” to apply for an endorsement to 

possess prohibited items in their capacity as a – 

- a bona fide collector of firearms 

- a person to whom the prohibited item has special significance as an heirloom or a memento 

- a director or curator of a bona fide museum 

- an approved employee or approved member of a bona fide theatre company or society or cinematic 

or television film production company or video recording production company, or a broadcaster 

within the meaning of the Broadcasting Act 1989 

Use the accompanying flow chart and images on Appendix 1 (at the end of this document) to 

determine if any of your items are prohibited and what your options are. 
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I do not have a “C” endorsement on my licence, but I currently possess a prohibited item.  What do I 

need to do to keep these items as a collector, museum director/curator, broadcaster/theatrical 

employee or member, or to hold as an heirloom or memento? 

If you do not have a “C” endorsement and currently hold prohibited firearms and / or prohibited magazines 

which you wish to retain, you will need to get a prohibited firearm endorsement (“P”) in a specified capacity as 

an “exempt person”.  You will need an endorsement (and permit to possess) for each prohibited firearm and 

magazine; and you can only lawfully possess prohibited parts if you have one of those endorsements. 

Section 4A of the Act allows the following categories of “exempt persons” to apply for an endorsement to 

possess prohibited items in their capacity as a – 

- a bona fide collector of firearms 

- a person to whom the prohibited item has special significance as an heirloom or a memento 

- a director or curator of a bona fide museum 

- an approved employee or approved member of a bona fide theatre company or society or cinematic 

or television film production company or video recording production company, or a broadcaster 

within the meaning of the Broadcasting Act 1989  

 

Use the accompanying flow chart and images on Appendix 1 (at the end of this document) to determine if 

any of your items are prohibited. 

If you intend to apply for a prohibited firearm and/or prohibited magazine endorsement in your capacity as a 

Collector (General) you must demonstrate an identifiable theme and a genuine interest in collecting. Simply 

possessing a few, or many, random prohibited items does not constitute a collection. 

If you intend to apply for a prohibited firearm and/or prohibited magazine endorsement to hold a prohibited 

item as an Heirloom/Memento you must demonstrate that the prohibited item(s) is of sentimental value to 

you, by reason of family or military service history, or something similar. 

If you intend to apply for a prohibited firearm and/or prohibited magazine endorsement in your capacity as a 
Museum Director/Curator or Theatrical/Broadcasting/Film employee/member, it is advised that you e-mail 
ProhibitedFirearmEndorsement@police.govt.nz to discuss these options further. 
 
Applications are considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

What are prohibited items? 
 

Type Description 

Prohibited 

firearm 

1. A semi-automatic firearm (except a pistol), other than— 

(A) a semi-automatic firearm that is capable of firing only 0.22 calibre or lower rimfire cartridges and that 

has a magazine, whether or not detachable or otherwise externally fed, that is capable of holding no 

more than 10 cartridges commensurate with that firearm’s chamber size. 

(B) a semi-automatic shotgun with a non-detachable tubular magazine or magazines that are capable of 

holding no more than 5 cartridges commensurate with that firearm’s chamber size. 

 

2. A pump-action shotgun that is capable of being used with a detachable magazine 

3. A pump-action shotgun that has a non-detachable tubular magazine or magazines that are capable 

of holding more than 5 cartridges commensurate with that firearm’s chamber size: 

Some non-semi-automatic firearms (e.g. lever-action) have a magazine or magazines that are capable of 

holding more than 10 cartridges commensurate with that firearm’s chamber size. While the firearm itself 

mailto:ProhibitedFirearmEndorsement@police.govt.nz
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is not a prohibited firearm, its magazine is a tubular magazine that is prohibited (because it is capable of 

holding more than 10 cartridges), you will need to apply for an endorsement to continue to possess that 

too. 

Note: many semi-automatic and pump action firearms that were once standard (A-Category) and military 

style semi-automatic firearms (MSSA, E-Category) are now prohibited firearms (see Appendix 1) 

Prohibited 

magazine 
1. In relation to a shotgun, means a magazine, whether or not detachable, that is capable of holding 

more than 5 cartridges commensurate with that shotgun’s chamber size. 

 

2. In relation to any other firearm (except a pistol), means any detachable magazine; 

(A) that is capable of holding 0.22 calibre or lower rimfire cartridges and that is capable of holding 

more than 10 of those cartridges. 

(B) that is capable of holding more than 10 cartridges and being used with a semi-automatic or fully 

automatic firearm. 

 

3. Means any other magazine, whether or not detachable, that is capable of holding more than 10 

cartridges.  

 

Note: this includes any magazine(s) (detachable, drum etc.) that are for a restricted weapon (see 

Appendix 1) 

 
Prohibited 

part 
1. A part of a prohibited firearm 

2. A component that can be applied to enable, or take significant steps towards enabling, a firearm to 

be fired with, or near to, a semi-automatic or automatic action. 

Answering Questions 

● How do I apply for a prohibited endorsement? 

Complete the appropriate application form(s) send it, and any supporting documents, to -
ProhibitedFirearmEndorsement@police.govt.nz. The application forms and further information is available on 
our website - https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/apply-endorsement-and-permit-possess-
prohibited-items and https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/firearms-licence-application-
supplementary-form-pol67g-type-c-collector.pdf 
 
Note: holding a “C” endorsement does not automatically guarantee that a “P” endorsement will be granted.  
As part of the prohibited endorsement application process you must demonstrate that the prohibited item(s): 

 a) fit with and enhance your current collection, interests and themes and that you have a genuine 
interest in collecting firearms (General Collector), or  
b) have special significance to your as an heirloom or memento (Heirloom/Memento), or  
c) are necessary for your work (Museum/Theatrical) and that the chief executive officer of the 
organisation that you are employed by or are a member of has approved you in writing for this 
purpose (for theatrical/film/broadcasting) or you are a curator/director of the museum (museum). 
For more information about “C” endorsements, please visit our website - 
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/firearms-licensing-collectors-and-dealers 

An heirloom is an item that has been in the family for successive generations and that has special significance 

to the applicant. 

A memento is a firearm that is kept in memory of a person or event. 

● What are the storage requirements for prohibited firearms and magazines? 

While we recognise you might already have a “C” endorsement, have appropriate security in place, and 
understand the conditions relating to your pistols and/or restricted weapons, the Act now has specific 
provisions for the storage of prohibited firearms and prohibited magazines. It is important to note the further 
conditions outlined in S.33A of the Arms Act 1983 and Regulation 28AAA of the Arms Regulations 1992 that 

mailto:ProhibitedFirearmEndorsement@police.govt.nz
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/apply-endorsement-and-permit-possess-prohibited-items
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/apply-endorsement-and-permit-possess-prohibited-items
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/firearms-licence-application-supplementary-form-pol67g-type-c-collector.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/firearms-licence-application-supplementary-form-pol67g-type-c-collector.pdf
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apply to prohibited firearm magazine endorsements for collectors, museums, theatrical, and 
heirloom/mementos.- 
 
a. The endorsement holder must not use live ammunition in the prohibited firearm in their possession. 
b. The endorsement holder must ensure that the prohibited firearm is rendered inoperable by removal of a 
vital part and maintained, by reason of the removal of the vital part, in an inoperable condition. 
c. The holder of the firearms licence must ensure that the removed vital part is kept at a separate address 
(approved by Police) from the prohibited firearm.  
 
Note: The firearms licence holder storing the removed vital part must hold a “P” endorsement since the item 
they are storing is part of a prohibited firearm. Police are aware that there are very few licence holders who 
have a “P” endorsement at the moment. Therefore, for the purpose of applying for your “P” endorsement, on 
the application form you can nominate any licence holder to store the vital part(s), on the basis that the 
person has applied for a P endorsement and is expecting to obtain a “P” endorsement.  If the nominated 
person is unsuccessful in obtaining a “P” endorsement, you will need to make alternative storage 
arrangements and obtain approval from Police for that alternative. 
 

● I want to store the removed vital prohibited part with someone who has the same prohibited firearm that it 

came from, is that okay? 

This is highly undesirable, but may be permitted if no alternative is able to be identified.  The separate address 

must be approved by Police. 

● Does the transfer of the vital part of my prohibited firearm to the nominated licence holder need to be done 

through ‘permit to possess’ process?  

No. You need approval from Police for the storage address, but a permit to possess is not required (they apply 

only to prohibited magazines and prohibited firearms). You will be asked to nominate the endorsement holder 

at the proposed storage address, describe the storage conditions, and to mark the vital part with a unique 

identifying number and for that number to be provided to Police as part of the approval process.  The detail of 

this process will be described in regulations made under Section 74(1)(ha) of the Arms Act.  These Regulations 

are in development. We are advising of the intent in advance to assist you to make your decisions.  

● Are “belt drums”, ammunition containers and ammunition feeders/belt links considered magazines? 

Containers designed for belt linked ammunition are not in themselves magazines. Belt drums are not 
considered magazines as they are a device designed to carry an ammunition belt and have no mechanical 
actuation.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Images provided by collector] 

 
The Hotchkiss style "Feed strip" (ammunition feeder/belt link) is not a prohibited magazine. This design is an 
early version of belt link for a crew-served automatic weapon system and cannot fit anything else. It is 
therefore a part of a restricted weapon, rather than a prohibited magazine or a part of a prohibited firearm. 

 

 

 

 

[Images provided 
by collector] 
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● Do I need to place a unique identifying mark on my prohibited magazines? 

Yes.  It is necessary for owners of prohibited magazines to physically apply a unique identifying mark to each 
magazine they wish to retain. The following PDF provides guidance on how to do this - 
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/prohibited-magazines-marking-guide.pdf 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Do I need to place a unique identifying mark on my exceptionally rare or valuable magazine? 

Yes. The policy intent is for there to be no exception to this requirement. The detail of this process will be 

described in regulations made under Section 74(l) of the Arms Act. The required Regulation is in development.  

We are advising of the intent to apply the similar marking provisions that are currently required under Regulation 

12 of the Arms Regulations 1992 in advance to assist you to make your decisions. Refer to the above link for 

more detail on marking a magazine.  

● Do I need to place a unique identifying mark on prohibited parts?  

The Arms Act does not currently provide for the marking of prohibited parts.  This aspect will be given further 

consideration in the second Bill and some prohibited parts in addition to the ‘vital’ part may be required to be 

marked. We are advising you of this possibility in advance to assist you to make your decisions.    

● Do I need to record every single part that might be prohibited when applying for a prohibited endorsement? 

No.  At present it is not necessary to record all prohibited parts.  However, this aspect will be given further 

consideration in the second Bill and it may be that the details of certain specified parts will be required to be 

recorded.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laser Engraving Stamped Vibrating Tip 

https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/prohibited-magazines-marking-guide.pdf
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Appendix 1 – Prohibited firearms and magazines 

 

Magazine on a Restricted Weapon 

 

The M1 Thompson Sub-Machine Gun is a restricted weapon, and the magazine is now a prohibited magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former ‘MSSA’ (larger than .22 rimfire) – the semi-automatic firearm is prohibited and magazine that holds 
more than 10 rounds is a prohibited magazine 
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M1 Carbine in .30 calibre. Former A-Category, but now prohibited as it is a semi-automatic rifle with a calibre larger than 
22 rimfire 
[All images above have been provided by a collector] 

 

Former A-Category semi-automatic rifle larger than .22 rimfire calibre is now a prohibited firearm 

Former A-Category pump-action shotgun with a tubular magazine that holds more than 5 rounds 
is now a prohibited firearm 

 

 

 

 

Former A-Category lever-action rifle with a tubular magazine that holds more than 10 rounds - the tubular magazine is now 
prohibited so an endorsement is required to retain the firearm 
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M1 Garand Main Battle Rifle now a prohibited firearm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former A-Category pump-action shotgun capable of being used with a detachable magazine is now a prohibited firearm 
and the magazine is now prohibited (when the magazine is capable of holding more than 5 cartridges). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former E-Category (MSSA) semi-automatic shotgun capable of being used with a detachable magazine is now a prohibited firearm and 
the magazine now prohibited (when the magazine is capable of holding more than 5 cartridges) 



Identify your firearms, magazines and parts

Magazine capable of 
holding more than 10 

rounds?

Magazine 
detachable or non-
detachable (except 

pistol)

YES

NO

Does component enable, or take 
significant steps towards enabling, 
a firearm to be fired with, or near 
to, a semi-automatic or automatic 

action?

Part

NO

Part of 
prohibited 
firearm?

YES

YES

NO

Fi
re

ar
m

s
M

ag
az

in
e

s
P

ar
ts

Non-Prohibited
Choose Option 4

Non-Prohibited
Choose Option 4

Your options

No further action needed:
None of your firearms, magazines or parts are prohibited 

firearms, magazines or parts.

4

Apply for a prohibited endorsement 
Go here for more information:

https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/
apply-endorsement-and-permit-possess-prohibited-items

1

Prepare for hand-in
Go here for more information:

https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/
firearm-amnesty-and-buy-back-customer-preparation.pdf

2

Magazine des ign and 
intended for use with 
restricted weapon?

NO

YES
Restricted 

weapon s part

Centre-fire or larger 
than .22 calibre?

Magazine capable of 
holding more than 10 

cartridges?

Rifle

Non-Prohibited
Choose Option 4

YES

NO

YES

NO

Semi-automatic 
action?

YES

Select fire or fu lly 
automatic?

NO

Restricted
weapon

YES

NO

Prohibited Firearm:
Choose Option 1 or 2

Non-detachable tubular 
magazine capable of holding 

more than 5 cartridges 
commensurate with the 
shotgun s chamber size

Shotgun semi-
automatic or pump-

action

NO

Capable of being used 
detachable magazine?

Prohibited Firearm:
Choose Option 1 or 2

YES

YES

NO

Includes extenders!

Non-Prohibited
Choose Option 4

Non-detachable tubular 
magazine capable of holding 

more than 5 cartridges 
commensurate with the 
shotgun s chamber size

Shotgun magazine

NO

Detachable 
magazine?

YES

YES

NO

Includes extenders!

Non-Prohibited
Choose Option 4

Note for Order in Council changes:
Additional firearms, magazines or parts can be 
declared to be prohibited by an Order in Council 
under section 74A.

Example:
A shotgun with a 5 shot tubular magazine is not a 
prohibited firearm. A 2 shot extender by itself is 
not a prohibited magazine or part.

IF you possess a shotgun with a 5 shot tubular 
magazine AND an extender for it then:
 the shotgun becomes a prohibited firearm, 

since the extender will allow the shotgun to 
hold more than 5 rounds, AND

 the 2 shot extender is a prohibited part, since 
it is designed and intended to be used with a 
prohibited firearm.

See Note 
for Order 
in Council 
changes

See Note 
for Order 
in Council 
changes

See Note 
for Order 
in Council 
changes

Image attributions Noun Project:
 Gun  by Creative Stall
 Crosshair  by Artem Yurov

Prohibited ammunition
For prohibited ammunition please see:
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/
2019/0137/latest/LMS214867.html

Detachable?

YES

NO

Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

OR 3

You may be able to elect to have your firearm s tubular 
magazine modified by an approved gunsmith so that it is no 
longer prohibited. Information about this process will be on 

the Police website soon.

3

Any non-semi-automatic 
action, e.g. lever action 

rifle

Prohibited Firearm:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

OR 3

Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

OR 3

Detachable? YES

NO

Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2

Capable of holding 
more than 5 

cartridges

NO
Non-Prohibited

Choose Option 4

YES
Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

OR 3

Prohibited Part:
Choose Option 1 or 2 

Prohibited Magazine:
Choose Option 1 or 2 
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