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THE ARMS BILL WON’T MAKE YOU SAFER.
IT MAKES THINGS WORSE.

FAIR AND REASONABLE
FIREARM LAWS



We all want to stop criminals and people with bad intent 
getting firearms. We all want to stop another Christchurch 

shooting.
But there is nothing in the Government’s proposed Arms Bill 
that would prevent a Christchurch-style shooting happening 

again.
The Government claims we will all be safer, but it doesn’t 
target criminals. We may be even less safe. Here’s why:

• Criminals don’t register firearms, and they’re the ones that 
commit crimes using firearms. Over 90% of all crime 
committed with firearms is by people without firearm licences. 
• A register can be hacked, supplying criminals with details of 
where to go to steal firearms. This has happened overseas.
•• There is already a register for weapons like those used in 
the Christchurch shooting, but it didn’t stop the shooting.
• Canada tried to implement a similar register and abandoned 
it. It cost $2 billion.  

1. A Firearm Register has never worked.

Licensed firearm owners have never been the 
problem. Bad laws, bad people and bad 
management are the real threat to society.  

The Government should:

www.fairandreasonable.co.nz

• The Fit and Proper test for a licence holder stopped working 
a few years ago when Police replaced hours of face-to-face 
contact with the online collection of credentials, skills and 
character references. That’s how the Christchurch shooter got 
his licence. 
• The new test is a tick box exercise people can hide behind, 
while others will just decide to use firearms without a licence. 
•• The proposed system is unfair. People will be disqualified 
from getting a licence just for being charged with an offence.  
If the charge is dropped or they are found not guilty, they will 
still be disqualified from having a license. 

2. Fit and proper tests need to return to face to                  
face, not online tick box exercises.

• Volunteers running gun clubs and ranges will be scared off 
by registration and threats of fines up to $10,000 and 2-years 
imprisonment. That will close clubs and ranges, which have 
been the main way that firearm safety and community 
enforcement of conduct has been achieved for decades.

1. Review the success of the ban on semi-automatics and 
firearms with high capacity magazines and work with the 
community on extended amnesty and better compensation. 

2. Wait until the Royal Commission finds out what happened in 
the Christchurch shooting and why.

3. Then take time to re-assess firearm rules, to work out new 
ways to really keep New Zealanders safe. 

3. Gun owners get isolated.


