
20June 2019 

Hello, 

As a current or former holder of a New Zealand firearms licence you should be aware of new legislation amending our 
firearms laws, including a buy-back process which came into effect on 20 June 2019. 

New Zealand Police want to do all we can to make sure you are properly informed of the various changes to the law. 
Together with our communities, we are committed to making New Zealand the safest country. Your support in 
removing newly prohibited firearms from circulation is one of the ways we can achieve this. 

The most significant change is the prohibition of most semi-automatic firearms and some pump action shotguns, parts 
of these firearms, and large-capacity magazines. If you are unsure whether the legislation impacts you, please do read 
the information below to find out more about the amnesty and buy-back process. 

Amnesty period 
There is now an amnesty in place providing conditional protection from prosecution for offences of possessing 
prohibited items until 20 December 2019. This will allow you time to notify Police that you possess prohibited items 
and to take part in the buy-back process (if you are eligible). If you have not already notified Police, visit this page on 
the Police website: www.police.govt.nz 

Please check the Police website which has comprehensive information on newly prohibited firearms, parts, accessories 
and ammunition. 

You cannot use prohibited firearms during the temporary amnesty period. The amnesty does allow you to hand in 
prohibited firearms even if you no longer hold a valid licence. You may also hand in a non-prohibited firearm if you no 
longer wish to have it in your possession. 

Exemptions 
People wanting to apply for an endorsement to possess prohibited items need to take the opportunity to do that 
during the amnesty period, for example e.g. a person to whom the item has special significance as an heirloom, dealers, 
collectors, museum curators, theatrical members/broadcasters, and people involved in wild animal and animal pest 
control. The Police online notification form enables people to show an intent to apply for such an exemption. 

The buy-back process 
The buy-back process applies to newly prohibited firearms held by people with a valid firearms licence. No firearms 
licence is required to apply for compensation for prohibited parts and magazines that are handed in. The buy-back 
offer is available until 20 Dec 2019. 

A base price list has been developed in consultation with firearms and industry specialists which reflects a value for 
firearms in the New Zealand market just prior to the events of March 2019. A three-tier grading system - based on the 
condition of the firearm - will be applied to compensate owners of prohibited firearms fairly. 

A person with a prohibited firearm that is: 
• In new or near-new condition, will receive 95% of the base price. 
• In Used condition, will receive 70% of the base price. 
• In poor condition, will receive 25% of the base price. 

There are two tiers that will be used for the compensation of prohibited magazines and parts: 
• Those in new or used condition will receive 70% of the base price. 
• Those in poor condition will receive 25% of the base price. 
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The full list of firearms and parts available for buy-back are listed here: https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms
and-safety/changes-flrearms-law-prohibited-firearms 
If your firearm is not listed on this price list, please note that we will be reviewing the list and updating where 
appropriate. 

You are encouraged to check the price list for the value of your item/sand then notify Police on tine of your intention 
to participate in the buy-back process, if you have not already registered your intention to do so. Registering onllne 
will speed up the process when handing in your firearm/sat a community collection event or other hand in option. 

Modifications 
Modification is voluntary. Some prohibited firearms with non-detachable tubular magazines may be able to be safely 
and permanently modified to reduce the magazine capacity. Those who elect to have their firearm modified will be 
able to apply for the cost of the modification, up to a maximum of $300 within the six-month buy-back period. If you 
are unsure if your firearm can be modified, we encourage you to seek advice from an approved gunsmith or dealer. 
A list of approved gunsmiths will be in the Police website soon. Then you should notify Police on line of your intention 
to modify the firearm. 

Community collection events 
Community collection events will be held around New Zealand, starting from 13 July 2019. This is an opportunity for 

you to hand in your firearm/s, magazines or parts, for buy-back or amnesty. If you have small arms ammunition 
which is now prohibited we can safely dispose of this, however, please do not bring any high explosive ammunition 
to the collection point. If you have high explosive ammunition which you need to dispose of, please call 105. 

A full list of community collection events in your area and further information about the process will continue to 'be 

updated on the Police website. 

Things to bring with you when attending a community collection event: 

• Your reference number from the Police online notification form 

• Your firearms licence 

• Your bank account number 
• Photo identification (drivers licence or passport) 

• All your prohibited firearms, magazines, and parts, cleared of all ammunition 

• Any other firearm/s or parts you wish to hand-in to Police for destruction. 

Other options for hand in 

If you are unable to attend a community collection event, you may hand in your firearm/s to an approved retailer or 
dealer from August. Additionally, Police can arrange for bulk pick-ups if you have more than 10 items. If no other 
option is available to you, please contact your local Police station. 

If you do not have internet access and wish to be sent information about the buy~back process and collection events, 
please call 0800 311 311. 

If these changes aret:sing anxiety or stress for you, think about getting support by calling or texting 1737 anytime, 

\ J\ours a day, 7 da ~ we) o talk it through with a trained counsellor 1737 .org.nz 

~ 
Mike Clement, Deputy Commissioner 

If this letter does not apply to you, there is no action required an your part. 
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20 September 2019 

Hello, 

It has been three months since the Prohibited Firearms Amnesty and Buy-back scheme came into effect on 20 June 
2019. If you have taken part in the Buy-back, thank you for your support in removing newly prohibited firearms from 
circulation and making New Zealand safer. 

New Zealand Police want to do all we can to make sure you are properly informed of the various changes to the law. 
As a firearms licence holder, if you are still unsure whether the legislation impacts you, please do rea d the latest 
information below to find out more. 

The Buy-Back and Amnesty 
Changes to firearm laws mean many semi-automatic firearms, some pump-action shotguns, and some parts and 
magazines are now prohibited. You are required to notify Police of any prohibited items you have in your possession 
on the form here if you have not already done so. 

The buy-back process applies to newly prohibited firearms held by people with a valid firearms licence. No firearms 
licence is required to apply for compensation for prohibited parts and magazines that are handed in. The buy-back 
offer and amnesty is available until 20 Dec 2019, there will be no extension. Possessing a prohibited firearm after this 
time will be an offence. 

The full list of firearms and parts available for buy-back are on the latest price list. 

Please remember that you cannot use prohibited firearms during the temporary amnesty period. The amnesty does 
allow you to hand in prohibited firearms even if you do not hold a valid licence. You may also hand in a non-prohibited 
firearm if you no longer wish to have it in your possession. 

Ammunition 
If you have prohibited ammunition you must notify Police by 30 September, as required under legislation. You can 

do this by calling 0800 311 311. Police can safely dispose of most types of ammunition at local collection events so 

please bring in before 20 December. If you have large quantities of ammunition (more than 25kgs), please contact 

Police to arrange collection at your premise. 

Please note you cannot bring any high explosive or incendiary ammunition to a collection point . If you have this type 

of ammunition which you need to dispose of, please call Police on '105'. 

Further information on which ammunition is prohibited is available here 

Approved Licensed Dealers 

Approved Licensed Dealers around New Zealand are now able to accept prohibited fi rearms and parts on behalf of NZ 
Police as part of the amnesty and buy-back, until mid November. 

Dealers are in nearly 40 locations from Kaitaia to lnvercargill and include some Hunting & Fish ing retail outlets, Gun 
City branches and independent firearms dealers. You may hand in up to 3 firearms and up to 5 parts at a 
participating dealer. Contact your local dealer to make a booking before you go. Dealers list 

Local collection events 
We have now held more than 200 local collection events around New Zealand and it's been great to see so many of 

you attend these events. If you still have prohibited firearm/s, magazines or parts for buy-back or amnesty, now is 

the time to hand them in before it's too late. 
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Further collection events are being scheduled around the country up to 20 December 2019 but these will be in 

limited locations. A full list of collection events in your region will continue to be updated on the Police website. or 

you can call 0800 311 311. 

Things to bring with you when attending a community collection event: 
• Your reference number from the Police on line notification form

• Your firearms licence

• Your bank account number

• Photo identification (drivers licence or passport)

• All your prohibited firearms, magazines, and parts, cleared of all ammunition

• Any other firearm/s, parts or ammunition you wish to hand-in to Police for destruction.

Other options for firearm hand in 

If you are unable to attend a local collection event or an approved licensed dealer, Police can arrange for exception 

based pick-ups if you have more than 10 firearms and/or 50 parts. If no other option is available to you, please contact 

your local Police station. 

Unique Prohibited Items 

Firearm owners can now apply for compensation if they own a unique prohibited firearm, part or accessory. If the 

prohibited item is rare, unique and/or has been modified in a way that the value of the item has significantly 

increased, then you may apply for compensation if the item meets the criteria set in the regulations. Information on 

the criteria, cost and how to apply is now available on the Police website 

Please submit your application as soon as you can as the entire process - including valuation and final decision -

needs to be completed by 20 December 2019 when the amnesty and buy-back ends. 

Modifications 

Modification is voluntary. Some prohibited firearms with non-detachable tubular magazines can be permanently 

modified to reduce the magazine capacity. Should you elect to have your firearm modified by an approved gunsmith, 

the cost of the modification will be paid to the gunsmith up to a maximum of $300. If you are unsure if your firearm 

can be modified, we encourage you to seek advice from an approved gunsmith or dealer. Please notify Police on line 

of your intention to modify the firearm. 

A list of approved gunsmiths will be available on the Police website week commencing 23 September. 

Exemptions 

People wanting to apply for an endorsement to possess prohibited items need to take the opportunity to do that 

during the amnesty period, for example e.g. a person to whom the item has special significance as an heirloom, dealers, 

collectors, museum curators, theatrical members/broadcasters, and people involved in wild animal and animal pest 

control. The Police on line notification form enables people to show an intent to apply for such an exemption. 

If these changes are causing anxiety or stress for you, think about getting support by calling or texting 1737 anytime, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week to talk it through with a trained counsellor 1737.org.nz 

Thank you, 

Mike Clement, Deputy Commissioner 

If this letter does not apply to you, there is no action required on your part. 
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